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Task I. For questions 1 – 10, look at the sentences below about a search for two ships. Read the text to decide if each sentence is correct (C) or incorrect (I).

1. The Margarita and the Atocha sank a day after they had left Cuba.

2. The two ships were forgotten about for 350 years.

3. Fisher had to borrow money to start his company ‘Treasure Salvors’.

4. Fisher read historical documents to find out where to begin his search.

5. Lyon told Fisher that the two ships had sunk in the Marquesas Keys area.

6. The team was certain that the treasure found in 1973 was from the Atocha.

7. Fisher continued looking for the Atocha in the Quicksands area.

8. Journalists wrote about the valuable objects found on the Margarita.

9. Soon after he had sold objects from the Margarita, Fisher thought about stopping his search for the Atocha.

10.  In July 1985, some valuable objects were discovered by Fisher near the Atocha.
Treasure at the bottom of the sea

In the 17th century, there were many Spanish sailing ships called galleons that carried gold and jewels from the Americas to Europe. On September 4 1622, two galleons called the Nuestra Senora de Atocha and the Santa Margarita left Cuba for Spain. Just a day later, both ships sank during a terrible storm.

Although the lost ships were known to contain huge amounts of treasure, nobody disturbed them for the next 350 years. Despite numerous efforts, no one was able to find them and they became known as the ‘Ghost Galleons’.

In 1969, a treasure hunter named Mel Fisher set up a company, ‘Treasure Salvors’, to search for the ‘Ghost Galleons’. Fisher used to be a farmer, but since 1962 he has worked at sea searching for lost ships. He was so successful at this that he could afford to set up his own company. His boat, Holly’s Folly, began the search in 1969 in an area called the Middle Keys, near Florida. Fisher had studied diaries and reports from the 17th century and according to them the Atocha had sunk here.

But Fisher found nothing and he decided to get the help of Eugene Lyon, an expert in 17th century Spanish history. Lyon soon realized what had gone wrong. Some of the islands in the area had been renamed and Holly’s Folly was looking in the wrong place. Lyon redirected the search to the tiny Marquesas Keys.

It was two more years, however, before the team found a few silver coins and gold bars from the Atocha. Then, in 1973, they found 4,000 silver coins and three silver bars stamped with numbers that proved they came from the Atocha. The treasure was extremely valuable but the ship itself was nowhere to be found.

It was expensive to continue the search but Fisher didn’t want to give up. He concentrated instead on finding the Margarita and started looking in an area called the Quicksands. To start with, just a few pieces of treasure were discovered by the team and then, at last, they found some half-buried pieces of wood. It was the Margarita. The divers continued taking objects from the Margarita for another two years. Stories about the find appeared in newspapers around the world and the treasure was eventually sold for £25 million. Fisher was rich and famous but he was still determined to find the Atocha and in 1985 he continued his search.

This time he concentrated on an area called the Hawk Channel. Finally on July 20, Fisher found hundreds of silver bars and chests of silver coins lying on the seabed close to the Atocha. It had taken 16 years, but at last he had found both ships.

Task II. Choose from the list A-I the sentence which best summerises each part (11-17) of the article. There is one extra sentence that you do not need to use. There is an example at the beginning.

A A variety of tricks are used.

B Cheats may be more intelligent.

C This behehaviour is familiar.

D Abnormal behaviour is informative.

E Deception proves effective.

F Males cheat more.

G You couldn’t fool her.

H There may be problems with research.

I Parental help is requested.

Nature’s Cheats

	0
	I


Anna is digging in the ground for a potato, when along comes Paul. Paul looks to see what Anna’s doing and then, seeing that there is no one in sight, starts to scream as loud as he can. Paul’s angry mother rushes over and chases Anna away. Once his Mum has gone, Paul walks over and helps himself to Anna’s potato.

	11
	


Does this ring a bell? I’m sure it does. We’ve all experienced annoying tricks when we were young – the brother who stole your toys and then got you into trouble by telling your parents you had hit him. But Anna and Paul are not humans. They’re African baboons, and playing tricks is as much part of monkey behaviour as it is of human behaviour.

	12
	


Throughout nature, tricks like this are common – they are part of daily survival. There are insects that hide from their enemies by looking like leaves or twigs, and harmless snakes that imitate poisonous ones. Such behaviour, developed over hundreds of thousand of years, is instinctive and completely natural. Some animals, however, go further and use a more deliberate kind of deception – they use normal behaviour to trick other animals. In most cases the animal probably doesn’t know it is deceiving, only that certain actions give it an advantage. But in apes and some monkeys the behaviour seems much more like that of humans.
	13
	


What about Paul the baboon? His scream and his mother’s attack on Anna could have been a matter of chance, but Paul was later seen playing the same trick on others. This use of a third individual to achieve a goal is only one of the many tricks commonly used by apes. Another tactic is the ‘Look behind you!’ trick. When one young male baboon was attacked by several others, he stood on his back legs and looked into the distance, as if there was an enemy there. The attackers turned to look behind them and lost interest in their victim. In fact, there was no enemy.

	14
	


Studying behaviour like this is complicated because it’s difficult to do laboratory experiments to test whether behaviour is intentional. It would be easy to suggest that these cases mean the baboons were deliberately tricking other animals, but they might have learnt the behaviour without understanding how it worked. So the psychologists talked to colleagues who studied apes and asked them if they had noticed this kind of deception. They discovered many liars and cheats, but the cleverest were apes who clearly showed that they intended to deceive and knew when they themselves had been deceived.

	15
	


An amusing example of this comes from a psychologist working in Tanzania. A young chimp was annoying him, so he tricked her into going away by pretending he had seen something interesting in the distance. When the chimp looked and found nothing, she ‘walked back, hit me over the head with her hand and ignored me for the rest of the day’.

	16
	


Another way to decide whether an animal’s behaviour is deliberate is to look for actions that are not normal for that animal. A zoo worker describes how a gorilla dealt with an enemy. ‘He slowly crept up behind the other gorilla, walking on tiptoe. When he got close to his enemy he pushed him violently in the back, then ran indoors.’ Wild gorillas do not normally walk on tiptoe. Of course it’s possible that the gorilla could have learnt from humans that such behaviour works, without understanding why. But looking at the many cases of deliberate deception in apes, it is impossible to explain them all as simple imitation.

	17
	


Taking all the evidence into account, it seems that deception does play an important part in ape societies where there are complex social rules and relationships and where problems are better solved by social pressure than by physical conflict. The ability of animals to deceive and cheat may be a better measure of their intelligence than their use of tools. Studying the intelligence of our closest relatives could be the way to understand the development of human intelligence.
Task III.

 Read the text. Then for questions 18-22 match the heading (A-G) with the paragraphs(1-5). Two headings are not needed.

A Facilities


_________ 



B Reservations

_________


C Location


_________ 

D Lapland


_________ 

E History 


_________

F The Ice Hotel 

_________

G Construction

_________

UNUSUAL DESTINATION

18 People often choose to have holidays in strange and unusual places. But there can be few places stranger than the Ice Hotel in Sweden, which is visited by over 37000 people each winter. Built of snow and ice, the hotel is very different from so-called normal buildings. The cold subzero environment and the wintry surroundings are part of attraction of this hotel.

19   The Ice Hotel is situated in the small village of Jukkasjärvi, next to the river Tornealven. It is 200 kilometers north of the Arctic Circle in Lapland, the most northerly part of Sweden. Before the Ice Hotel appeared, there were almost no tourists in this region, where the local people speak Saami, not Swedish, and there is no industry or pollution.

20 The Ice Hotel is rebuilt each winter. Construction starts in late October when special snow cannons shoot tons of snow onto metal sections. After two days the metal sections are removed, and the snow now looks hard. It is then cut into solid arches. Huge ice blocks are cut from the frozen river to makes walls, ceilings, floors. About 30000 tons of snow and 40000 tons of ice are used to build the hotel.

21 The story of the Ice Hotel began in 1989-90 when there was an exhibition of ice art in the local village and an ice igloo was built there by French artist Jannot Derib. Some of the visitors wanted to sleep on reindeer skins in the igloo and found it amazing.  Yngve Bergqvist, the owner the village inn, thought it would be great to have an ice hotel. Thus, the concept of the Ice Hotel was born.

22 Visitors to the Ice Hotel are sometimes nervous about staying in a place where the outside temperature is often minus forty degrees Centigrade. But the conditions inside the Ice Hotel itself are reasonably comfortable. The temperature in the rooms is around minus four degrees, and the guests are provided with specially made sleeping bags and there beds are covered with reindeer skins. To entertain the visitors in the evenings the hotel includes an ‘ice cinema’ and ‘ice bar.  During the day the hotel company organizes sports activities such as white water rafting, dog sledding, and even fishing, and there are tours to local villages and ‘safaris’ to observe reindeer in their natural habitat.    

Task IV (Based on the same text) Now, for questions 23-30 decide if the statements are true (T) or false (F).

23 The Ice Hotel isn’t the sort of building people expect to find in a northern country.

24 People in Jukkasjärvi don’t speak Swedish.

25 It takes two days to build a hotel.

26 The hotel is mainly built of ice.

27 A French artist built the first Ice Hotel.

28 Guests sometimes worry about the cold temperature.

29 Guests can watch films.

30 Visitors can hunt reindeer in the daytime. 
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